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“ Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate 
you from their company, and shatl reproach you, and cast out your name 
as evil, for the Son of man’s sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for 
joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner 
did their fathers unto the prophets. . . Woe unto you, when all men 
shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets.”— 
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THE RISE OF “BABYLON.” 


Wuen anv How Was rae Apostasy 


BY J..M..SJODAHL 


Latter-day Saints and other religious denominations is this: Did a uni- 
versal apostasy from the faith delivered to the first Christians take place 
in the early ages, or was the deviation predicted only partial! 
the visible embodiment of the great apostasy so vividly foretold by New 
Testament writers; but they claim that. the church was preserved in some 
of the sects which refused allegiance to Rome, and that by the reformation 
the primitive condition of purity was restored. Roman Catholics, onthe 
other hand, maintain that their organization is, and always has been, the 
Church of Christ, and that the sixteenth century reformation was the 
great apostasy. The Latter-day Saints believe that the falling away. 

co univeraal that the Church, considered as an organization, went out of 
truth and ati righteousness left the earth; and that nothing but errér, sin’ 
and corruption remained. On’ the contrary, it is understood and willingly 
admitted that there never was aa age it-the history of the human feutily,’ 
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in which-some trath was not known, partly at least, or in which there 
were not noble men and women, whose lives were regulated by the laws 
of morality and who are worthy of imitation in all ages. But it is con- 
tended that the world passed through a Jong period in which the Church 
as a divine organization, with Apostles and Prophets and all the gifte and 
graces peculiar to that institution, including the authority to administer 
the sacred ordinances in the name of, or in behalf of, the Lord Jesus 


Christ, was hidden from view. To that extent they regard the spastagy 


second letter to the Thessalonians, speaking of this falling away, declares | 
its great feature to be the appearance of one “who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is galled God, or that is worshiped.” And this 
power was not to appear outside the Church, merely obtaining s few 
followers, among the Christians, but it wns to operate in the very Temple 
of God, “showing himself that he is God.” The expression “Temple of 
God,” as Bishop Jobn Newton has shown, means in the Apostolic writings, 
after the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, the Church, and was so 
understood by the esrly Christians. Hence when it is deslared that the 
“gon of perdition” was to usurp the very place of God in the “Temple,” 
that is the Church, there is no room for controversy as to the terrible. ex- 
tent of the apostasy. It is the very sanctuary, the Church itself, not a 
part of it, that the Apostle says was to be effected thereby, | 

The Revelation of John is to be read in connection with this remarkable 
prophecy of Paul, and others bearing on the same subject. Of course, the 
Revelation is admitted by scholars to be obscure and difficult to interpret, 
but there is one prophetic vision in the Apocalypse on which there is 
almost universal agreement among commentators. This relates to the 
five characteristics; vi 

ing these falsehoods throughout the world by fraud and: by force. (i 
Thess. 2: 3, 8-10; I Tim. 4:.1,8; Rev.17: 2-5.) 
2. Immorality and under the cover of hypocritical as 
eoticiem. (I Tim. 4: 2,3) 

pretensions, wsarpation of divine and 
620; 19: 2.) 

& Wealth, magnificence and laxury. (Rev. 17: 4; 18: 

5. Reliance upon the support of worldly poets mactoing tod 4p 
holding their tyranny. (Rev. 17! 1, 2, 15,17; 18: 3,9.) 

Such fo the. of. the 
recognised by the student of history, whose mind is open to trath. ,. How 
is is possible to doubt the universality of the apostasy? . Does, not: the 
eame prophetic panorama represent. the true Charch. as hidden, and. her 
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during which time'not the Church, but “s remnant” wae left to carry on 
the warfare with the dragon? (How 18; 


The question If here was universal apostaty, 
when and how did it take place?” 

tion, we’ find that Paul, at the time ‘he wrote his second epistle to the 
Thessalonians, had already been able to discover the secret workings of 
the evil power. He says: “The wystery of iniquity doth already’work.” 
At that time, however, abother’ power; presumably the heathen Roman 
government, presen ted an obstacle to its progress; “Yeo said the 
Apostle, “what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.) 
only he who now letteth ‘will let, until he be taken out of ‘Gnd 
then shall that wicked be revewled:”’ (IP Thess.'2: 6/7.) 
Careful students of the epistle tothe Colossians have pointed out thé 
false principles in which the apostasy at’ the earliest age of the Church 
took root.’ One of these was Jadaistic observance of Sabbaths and new 
moons and the distinction of meatsand drinks. ‘The other was an element 
of theosophie speculation, or shadowy mysticism, losing iteelf in contem- 
plation of the unseen world. the language employed by the'Apoatié 
it is clear that'he in this epistle combatted a philosophy in which spiritoal 
agencies, or intermediate beings, were interposed tetween God 
taking the ‘place which in the true Christian’ 
the one Mediator, ‘Jesas Ohriat.' 4 i! ost y 

Bishop’ Lightfoot hes'shown conclusively: appareatly 
dictory teridencies originated ins false’ phildedphy Which | 
Supreme Being as incomprehensible and’ 
this God,’ these early philoso ers“asked, create of nothing’ & world*in 
which there much sin? Is*God' the originator of sin? This being 
rejected’ as impossible, they postulated the’ existence of sin in’ matter) 
and ‘thus’ became it their imagination the kingdout of 
Bat reasoning? difficalty arose: Giver 
Being matter, how did création 
beconte’ possible? “How can the Infidite comuiunicate with the finite, the 
good with evilf ‘How can God upon’ Watter'God being 
lute, incomprehensible? — 

The réply to ‘this was that y matter by means of 
inferior beings that had evolved, or eniahated from Him. It waesuppeséd 
that the’Sapreme Being germinated/ it were, a being little inferior 
to Himself: this germination ‘then second being in the 
manner, and in this way a series of sucdeative germinations were supposed 
to have taken place, each a little itiferior ‘to the preceding one. it’ ae 
the divine element was feebler and at length contect with matter, with 
evil, was possible. Creation could téke' place. 

This absurd pilwophy buted conception ot 
 thalter, Contrary’ the plain teathings of the 
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in which some truth was not known, partly at least, or in which there 
were not noble men and women, whose lives were regulated by the laws 
of morality and who are worthy of imitation in all ages. But it is con- 
tended that the world passed through a long period in which the Church 
as a divine organization, with Apostles and Prophets and all the gifts and 
graces peculiar to that institution, including the authority to administer 
the sacred ordinances in the name of, or in behalf of, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, was hidden from view. To that extent they regard the apostasy 
as universal. 


This view is certainly sustained by the New Testament. Paul in his 
second letter to the Thessalonians, speaking of this falling away, declares _ 
its great feature to be the appearance of one “who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshiped.” And this 
power was not to appear outside the Church, merely obtaining a few 
followers, among the Christians, but it wrs to operate in the very Temple 
of God, “showing himself that he is God.” The expression “Temple of 
God,” as Bishop John Newton has shown, means in the Apostolic writings, 
after the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, the Church, and was so 
understood by the early Christians. Hence when itis declared that the 
“son of perdition” was to usurp the very place of God in the “Temple,” 
that is the Church, there is no room for controversy as to the terrible ex- 
tent of the apostasy. It is the very sanctuary, the Church itself, not a 
part of it, that the Apostle says was to be effected thereby. 

The Revelation of John is to be read in connection with this remarkable 
prophecy of Paul, and others bearing on the same subject. Of course, the 
Revelation is admitted by scholars to be obscure and difficult to interpret, 
but there is one prophetic vision in the Apocalypse on which there is 
almost universal agreement among commentators. This relates to the 
rise in the midst of the Church of a great apostate power, having these 
five characteristics: 


1. Substituting falsehood for the doctrines of Christianity, and spread- 
ing these falsehoods throughout the world by fraud and by force. (II 
Thess. 2: 3, 8-10; I Tim. 4: 1, 2; Rev. 17: 2-5.) 

2. Immorality and licentiousness under the cover of hypocritical as- 
ceticism. (1 Tim. 4: 2, 3.) 

3. Blasphemous pretentions, usurpation of divine prerogatives, and 
persecution of the people of God. (II Thess. 2: 4,5; Rev. 17: 6-14; 18: 
6-20; 19: 2.) 

4. Wealth, magnificence and luxury. (Rev. 17: 4; 18: 7, 8, 11-19.) 

5. Reliance upon the support of worldly powers, sanctioning and up- 
holding their tyranny. (Rev. 17: 1, 2, 15,17; 18: 3, 9.) 


Such is the prophetic picture drawn of the apostate church, easily 
recognized by the student of history, whose mind is open to truth. How 
is it possible to doubt the universality of the apostasy? Does not the 
same prophetic panorama represent the true Church as hidden, and her 
divine child removed to the throne of God, for a period of 1,260 years, 
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during which time not the Church, but “a remnant” was left to carry on 
the warfare with the dragon? (Rev. 12: 6, 13, 14, 17.) 


The question may then be asked: If there was a universal apostasy, 
when and how did it take place? 

If we turn again to the pages of Holy Writ for an answer to this ques- 
tion, we find that Paul, at the time he wrote his second epistle to the 
Thessalonians, had already been able to discover the secret workings of 
the evil power. He says: “The mystery of iniquity doth already work.” 
At that time, however, another power, presumably the heathen Roman 
government, presented an obstacle to its progress. “Ye know,” said the 
Apostle, “what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time 
only he who now letteth will Jet, until he be taken out of the way. And 
then shall that wicked be revealed.” (II Thess. 2: 6, 7.) 

Careful students of the epistle to the Colossians have pointed out the 
false principles in which the apostasy at the earliest age of the Church 
took root. One of these was Judaistic observance of Sabbaths and new 
moons and the distinction of meats and drinks. The other was an element 
of theosophic speculation, or shadowy mysticism, losing itself in contem- 
plation of the unseen world. From the language employed by the Apostle 
it is clear that he in this epistle combatted a philosophy in which spiritual 
agencies, or intermediate beings, were interposed between God and man, 
taking the place which in the true Christian doctrine is maintained for 
the one Mediator, Jesus Christ. 

Bishop Lightfoot has shown conclusively that these apparently contra- 
dictory tendencies originated in a false philosophy which regarded the 
Supreme Being as incomprehensible and unapproachable. How could 
this God, these early philosophers asked, create of nothing a world in 
which there is so much sin? Is God the originator of sin? This being 
rejected as impossible, they postulated the existence of sin in matter, 
and thus the material world became in their imagination the kingdom of 
evil. 

But at this stage of the reasoning another difficulty arose. Given an 
infinitely good Supreme Being and sin-tainted matter, how did creation 
become possible? How can the Infinite communicate with the finite, the 
gaod with evil? How can God act upon matter, God being perfect, abso- 
lute, incomprehensible? | 

The reply to this was that God could only act upon matter by means of 
inferior beings that had evolved, or emanated from Him. It was supposed 
that the Supreme Being germinated, as it were, a being a little inferior 
to Himself; this germination then evolved a second being in the same 
manner, and in this way a series of successive germinations were supposed 
to have taken place, each a little inferior to the preceding one. In each 
the divine element was feebler and at length contact with matter, with 
evil, was possible. Creation could take place. 

This absurd philosophy based upon an erroneous conception of God and 
matter, so contrary to the plain teachings of the Scriptures, was the 
foundation of a peculiar system of ethics and involved important prac- 
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tical consequences. If matter is itself the principle of evil, how can man 
overcome its baneful consequences? How can human beings become holy? 

Two answers were given to this question: 

On the one hand it was contended that a human being striving for 
holiness and exaltation, must confine contact with matter to a minimum, 
through the most rigorous abstinence from all material enjoyments. The 
body perfectly subjugated, the spirit would rise to a higher level, they 
thought. 

On the other hand it was contended that this rule of conduct did not 
go far enough. It was argued that the only way to overcome sin was to 
practice all manner of sins until it became impossible to have any further 
desire for its allurements. 

Such in brief was the complex heresy the Apostle so fervently and 
eloquently met in his letter to the Colossians. A glance at its various 
features suffices to show that it contains, in a rudimentary form, all the 
fundamental errors that later marked the Christianity which became a 
world-power. Prominent is the misconception of God that still prevails, 
and the consequent misunderstanding of His relation to the world and 
humanity; there is the false doctrine of intermediate beings between 
Deity and man; the asceticism that prohibits marriage and the licentious- 
ness that in al] ages has been the curse of nations as of individuals. Even 
the religious caste system is there: for in the heresy distinction is made 
between the favored few, who have obtained this “higher wisdom” and 
the masses from whom it is hidden. Faith, it was said, blind faith suffices 
for the vulgar crowd, while knowledge is the prerogative of the others. 
Even the beginning of a separation between clergy and laity is clearly 
discernible in the mass of errors. 

That the effort of the Apostle to stamp out the heresy that tried to en- 
snare this branch of the Church was unavailing may be inferred from the 
condition of the Church at Laodicea, situated ten or twelve miles from Col- 
ossae. The Apostle John, some years later, told the Laodiceans that they 
were “neither cold nor warm,” but “wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and 
naked.’ (Rev. 3: 15-17.) And this undoubtedly was also the condition of 
the Colossians. The terrible work of apostasy was plainly visible to the dis- 
ciple whom Jesus loved. The Apostles of our Lord well knew that the adver- 
sary set up his reign at the very time the banner of the cross was unfurled 
upon the face of the earth; that his positions were gradually strengthened 
and thatevery preparation was made for that struggle in which the Church 
should, to all outward appearances, for a time suffer defeat while the 
banner of iniquity should wave from the loftiest pinnacles of the sanctu- 
ary. it was part of their mission to prepare the followers of Jesus for 
this catastrophe. Nearly all New Testament prophecies point in this 
direction. 


Let us now glance at the pages of early ecclesiastical history. The 
deviation from the truth is plainly marked there. 

One of the striking facts of the immediate post-Apostolic age is the 
silence of the voice of Inspiration. The guidance of the Church now. 
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sailing in the roaring, foaming, seething breakers of error, such as those 
briefly outlined above, and besides assailed by the cruel standard bearers 
of paganism, was, speaking from a mere human point of view, left to eyes 
too weak to penetrate the mists and perceive the guiding land-marks; it 
fell into hands too feeble to hold the helm steady. The writings left us 
from the age of the successors of the Apostles, clearly reveal the confusion 
that commenced to prevail as soon as the Apostles, the bearers of the light 
and power of Revelation, were no more. 

Dr. James Bennett, in his “Theology of the Early Christian Church,” 
puts before the public the results of impartial and comprehensive re- 
searches on this subject. It may be of interest to hear the verdict of 
efficient scholarship on the qualifications of the religious leaders of that 
age for their arduous task. 

This learned theologian first mentions the letter to Diognetus, discovered 
and published in 1592 by Henry Stephens. This document is believed to 
belong to the Apostolic age, and it exhibits a true Apostolic spirit. Its 
author is unknown. 

He then proceeds to examine the writings of the so-called Apostolic 
fathers. Of the letter generally ascribed to Clemens Romanus and written 
perhaps as early as 96 aD., he says in part: “Clement is a preacher 
rather than epistolator; rambling over the whole Bible, on which he gives 
comments, usually pious, but sometimes foolish, and seldom very instruc- 
tive. Clement appeals almost exclusively to the Old Testament, which he 
knew, only in that Greek version called the Septuagint. He sometimes 
founds his arguments on words which have no prototype in the original, 
to say nothing of hints at apocryphal authority. His strange comments 
on the resurrection seem to be an unwise attempt to imitate an Apostle. 
Because Paul had written the 15th chapter of the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians, Clement, through writing on a totally different question, 
must do something in the same line, and thus has left in his letter a blot 
of folly, which will ever sink the reputation of the Apostolic fathers. He 
gravely adduces, as a fact, the fable of the Phenix, to show that God has 
given in nature proofs of the resurrection of the body.” 

Ignatius is not much more fortunate. Dr. Bennett says of his letters: 
“These exhibit a grotesque compound of simplicity and pomposity, that 
betrays either the difference between the author and the interpolator or a 
struggle between the Orientalisms of the Syrian and the better taste of 
the Greek writers. The figures in which Ignatius abounds are often so 
forced, as to betray him into such impieties as comparing the Holy Ghost 
to a rope that draws us up to lofty heights, by the machinery of the Cross. 
But the great fault of this writer is vanity; for, with death in view, he is 
so full of himself that any humble Christian at Antioch, might have said, 
‘[ pray God that this weak old man may not fail at last, and prove an 
apostate, instead of a martyr.” 

Polycarp, Bishop at Smyrna, was superior to Ignatius and perhaps a 
better Christian. The only now extant writing of that venerable martyr, 
contains mostly Scripture texts and is in this respect a contrast to con- 


temporaneous theological literature, 
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Justin Martyr, converted from the Platonian philosophy to Christianity; 
left a deep impression upon his time. Of this “father” Dr. Bennett says: 
“The corruption of Christianity by what was called philosophy, may be 
traced to Justin, who is at once fanciful and dogmatical, founding argu- 
ments on allegories, to the neglect of substantial verities nearer at hand, 
and often making assertions where he could have no proofs. He labors 
to show that Christ was the God who appeared to the patriarchs; but is 
so defective in his statement of the trinity, that, after the council of Nice, 
he would have been deemed an Arian. His sincerity was sealed by his 
blood ; though his philosophy often tyrannized over his faith; and, if he 
was not the author, as he was the first Christian promulgator of the 
dogma of the apostasy of angels, by their falling in love with women, his 
dogmatising was a calamity rather than a triumph to Christianity.” 

Tatian, the disciple and successor of Justin, denounced marriage as a 
sin and prohibited the use of animal food. He also taught that human 
souls, or spirits, are mortal, and that those of the wicked die with the 
body, but are resurrected again to receive punishment. 

Theophilus of Antioch is worth while noticing, as the first who employed 
a Greek word which gave rise to the modern term Trinity.. He says that, 
“The three days which preceded the creation of light represented the 
trinity [triad] of God and His word, and His wisdom.” He was highly 
esteemed for learning and benevolence, but in his opposition to paganisin 
he appealed to the Sibylline writings as well as Greek poets, in support of 
Christianity—a truly fatal error. 

Athenagoras condemns second marriages as adultery, on the plea that 
God made but one of each sex. In his argument for the resurrection he, 
too, appeals to heathen philosophy instead of to the Word of God. 

Ireneeus is one of the most prominent of the “fathers.” He was from 
childhood reared among the Christians, and had heard Polycarp expound 
the doctrines of the Gospel. Although he stood so near the Apostolic age, 
he found it necessary to devote the greater part of all his learning, zeal 
and energy to a refutation of the numerous heresies that had grown up in 
the Church, like the weeds in a neglected field. 

Dr. Bennett remarks of this celebrated father: “Irenzeus lived in the 
age of heresies, which were as much diffused as suppressed by the course 
he and others pursued; for they would have far better served the cause 
of truth by studying the Scriptures more carefully, and instructing their 
own flocks, than by giving currency to extravagances that should have 
been left to their own oblivious fate.” 

The very champions of truth in this age, by their unwise tactics promul- 
gated errors. Is it any wonder that the apostasy gradually matured? 

Of Clement Alexandrinus our critic says: “Asceticism abounds in his 
works, which recommend husbands to live with a wife as a sister. But 
with all his monkish notions of chastity, he so frequently and indecently 
recurs to sexual ideas, that to read his volume through is a loathsome 
task. If sometimes he exhibits to the heathen just views of the Christian 
character, such passages are, amidst a vast mass of heathen lore, as a pearl 
or two in a whole bed of shells. His morality is like that of Socinian 
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writers, a substitute for the merits of Christ, who is introduced so rarely 
that He appears as a stranger, and so erroneously that we are as much 
surprised as delighted, when we find Him invested with the honors which 
are His due. For Clement, too, generally displays knowledge without 
wisdom, mortification without holiness, and zeal without truth.” 

We might continue to follow the critic through the entire list of the 
early Fathers, only to find each successive leader farther away than the 
predecessors from the true path. The writings of Origen, Tertullian and 
Cyprian are proofs of this. But enough has been quoted to show the 
condition of the age immediately following that of the Apostles. Most 
of the “fathers” were but imperfectly conversant with the Scriptures. 
They were imbued with pagan philosophy and lived often in exile and 
always in danger of persecution. The various branches of the Church 
were frequently left to the care of inferior men, sometimes neophytes 
whose only qualification was rhetoric, which did not make up for the lack 
of deep religious thought. The Apostle’s warning to the Ephesians that 
from “among themselves men would arise speaking perverse things, to 
draw disciples after them, became literally true. The spirit of antichrist 
was early active, and to this extent, that there is scarcely an error in 
doctrine or corruption in practice that is not traceable to the age of the 
early “fathers of the church.” 

It is, of course not said that all the early “fathers” were apostates, 
though they mutually condemn one another as heretics, and some of them 
to this day are looked upon as schismatics and teachers of false doctrines, 
but their writings, valuable as they are in some respects, plainly show 
that such were the disadvantages under which they labored, so feeble was 
the light they had that they could not save the Church from the error. 
They themselves complained of the immorality that swept over the 
Church as a flood. “The bishop of bishops has become the patron of 
adulterers,” is the exclamation of Tertullian, and others re-echo this 
charge with terrible variations. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


ARRIVED.—In a brief note from President D. O. McKay we are informed 
that the s.s. Anchoria which arrived in Glasgow on the 20th inst., brought 
the following sisters from Zion on a visit to friends. Miss Annie White 
and her sister, Mrs: Maggie Urie, both of Salt Lake City, also Mrs. Adin 
Brown and Mrs. Mary Ann Morris of Aly, Wyoming. 

The first named two will visit in Edinburgh with their brother, Elder 
Geo. White and family, besides many of their kindred and friends. The 
latter two will spend a few days in Glasgow, where they have kindred, 
and then leave for Nottingham, England, fora time. We wish the party an 
enjoyable visit, and while it may be out of our power to meet them, pleas- 
ant associations of the past, with the family first mentioned, at least, will 
be ever fresh and green in our memory, and if Liverpool comes in the 
range of their visit they may be assured of a hearty welcome. 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 1899. 


A SUFFICIENT EXCUSE. 


THE Latter-day Saint Elders are often met with the question: “If you 
folks want to preach the Gospel why don’t you go among the heathen as 
other denominations do, instead of coming to preach to enlightened 
people who already have the Gospel?” Looking at things from the stand- 
point of such questioners the interrogation might appear quite appropriate, 
and there is no doubt that a similar question arose in the minds of the 
Jews when they answered the Savior and said, “Abraham is our father,” 
but Jesus said, “If ye were Abrahawm’s children, ye would do the works of 
Abraham.” So the Elders can answer the world, “If ye had the Gospel 
ye would do the works of the Gospel.” Unless men put intw practice the 
laws and ordinances of the Gospel, it can have no saving effect on them, 
neither in this life nor in the life to come. The only way a belief in 
Christ can be shown is by doing His will. James says, “Show me thy 
faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.” 

The following saying of the Savior, recorded in John 14: 12, shows that 
a faith that merely acquiesces is not sufficient, but that the faith necessary 
to secure salvation is a principle of power: “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and 
greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my father.” Now, 
what were the works that He did? First, He humbled Himself and went 
down into the waters of baptism, as a pattern to all mankind, and then 
He received the Holy Ghost which qualified Him for His ministry and 
gave Him power to do all the mighty works recorded in the New Testa- 
ment. The disciples followed bis pattern and, in fulfillment of this promise, 
received power, through faith, to do many mighty works. We are told by 
Paul that “Through faith we understand hatte worlds were framed by 
the word of God;” and again, speaking of the faith of the ancients, he 
says, “Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of 
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women 
received their dead raised to life again.” -Christ said, “If ye have faith 
as a grain of mustard seed, ye shal] say unto this mountain remove hence 
to yonder place; and it shall remove.” To the woman that touched His 
garment He said, “Thy faith hath made thee whole.” This surely is the 
faith necessary to salvation, and not a mere belief that Jesus is the Christ; 


— — 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 393 


that of itself cannot have power to save or the devils would be saved, for 
James tells us that “The devils also believe and tremble.” 

It might be asked why these manifestations of power are not to be found 
among Christians to-day as in former times. It is not necessary to look 
far for the answer, for modern Christendom believes that these things 
are done away and no longer needed, and, in this case the words of the 
Savior to the two blind men are verified: “According to your faith be it 
unto you.” It would be contrary to the doctrines of Christ that those 
who have no faith in those powers should possess them. Surely the time 
has come that Paul spoke of in second Timothy, when men would be 
“lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God ; having a form of godliness 
but denying the power thereof.” 

The great saving principles of the Gospel have been discarded by the 
Christian world and these Elders have been sent out with a message of 
life to the nations. This message is that the Gospel in all its beauty and 
saving power has been restored to earth in this the Nineteenth Century, 
with all the ordinances, gifts and blessings enjoyed by the early Christians, 
and that the Church has again been organized on the earth, with apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, and, in short, that the angel 
that John saw “fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel 
to preach to them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kin- 
dred, and tongue, and people,” has come and delivered his message. This 
message the Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are 
preaching to the nations. 

This surely is excuse sufficient for their being in this land of disunited, 
jarring professed Christian sects, from which the true Christian spirit has 
long since departed. 

A. W. 


_ Wetcome.—Elder Robert Sherwood kindly sends us a report of a District 
Meeting held in Sittingbourne, London Conference, which was well 
attended, and ne doubt productive of good. 

We are glad to receive such reports, not necessarily for publication, 
owing to the demand on our space, but we get a glimpse of the inner 
district works for which we are grateful, and Brother Sherwood has our 
thanks for his well written report. 


Tue Haslingden Guardian of the 17th inst. gives a report of nearly a 
column of a meeting held by the Latter-day Saints in Haslingden on 
Monday evening the 12th. The report is very fair and is duly appre- 
ciated in these times of prejudice against and misrepresentation of our 
people. 

The Guardian has always shown that fairness that is indicative of the 
true Christian spirit. 


DrcLinED.—Elder Jacobs sends us a pressing invitation to attend a 
District Meeting in Middlesborough, June 25th, which we must decline, 
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it being the date set for the Bristo] Conference. Some other time Brother; 
hope you will have a profitable meeting. 

WanTED.—Sarah Spafford wishes to hear of her sister, Ann Mattison, 
who emigrated from Leeds to Utah, with her husband and three sons, 
about 1861. Writeto J. H. Frisby, 33 Thirkill Terrace, vane Mill Street, 
Bradford, England. 


ANOTHER.—lIsaac 29 Tarkey Park, Manchester, 
England, wants the address of John Howcroft or any of his family, once of 
Farnworth, Bolton, England. —Deseret News ong assist. 


Tue Anchor Line s.s. Pendle which sailed Di Glasgow June 1, 1899, 
with returning Elders and emigrating Saints on board, arrived at New 
York on June 13, with all well. 

ARRIVALS.—The following named missionaries » teil Zion arrived in 
Liverpool per American Line s.s. Waesland, on June 15, 1899: For the 
British Mission—Peter G. Droubay, Tooele; Parley F. Smith, Lewiston; 
Fred. G. Clark, Ogden; Wm. Ashby, Lake Shore; Ernest J. Taylor, Salt 
Lake City; John R. Stubbs, Provo; D. H. Y. McAlister, Salt Lake City; 
Henry W. Manning, Hooper; John W. Peters, Brigham; Miss Jean Clara 
Holbrook, Provo. For the Scandinavian Mission—Chas. C. Ronnow, 
Panaca, Nev. For the German Mission—C. J. Alston, Sugar House; C. J. 
Claridge, Thather, Ariz.; R. P. Teasdale, Nephi; Claud H. Taylor, Sugar 
House; John H. Hess, Georgetown. For the Swiss Mission—Alfred C. 
Rees, Spanish Fork. 

James Hutchison of Spanish Fork was with the company on his way to 
Edinburgh on a business tour. 

Sister Susa Young Gates with her mother, Lucy B. Young, and sister 
Gates, widow of the late Jacob Gates, came with the company on their 
way to attend the International Council of Women in London. 


APPOINTMENTS.—The Elders for the British Mission per s.s. Waesland 
were appointed to labor in the various conferences as follows: 

Peter G. Droubay, Birmingham; Parley F. Smith, Newcastle; Fred G. 
Clark, Leeds; Wm. Ashby, Glasgow; Ernest J. Taylor, Manchester; John 
R. Stubbs, London; D. H. Y. McAlister, Nottingham; Henry W. Manning, 
Sheffield ; John W. Peters, Welsh. 

Sister Holbrook’s appointment was deferred pending a visit to London. 


WetsH ConFERENCE Nortice.—A Conference of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in the Welsh Conference District will be 
held on Sunday, July 2nd, 1899, first meeting at 188 Cathays Terrace 
commencing at 10:30 a.m. In the afternoon and evening, meetings will 
be held at the Swiss Hall, Queen Street, Cardiff, commencing at 2:30 and 
6:30. All are invited. 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. . 


THE following is from Elder J.C. Rushton of the Manchester Conference: 


“The Apostle Jamés, second chapter, eighth verse says, “If ye fulfill 
the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself.” An authority said recently, “Do not get into a rut, or groove 
in missionary work.” Conditions sometimes justify a class in following 
patterns, mode of procedure, and lines established by predecessors. Varia- 
tions, however, from such almost established rules, can be made and the 
point in view, ultimately attained, that of educating people, along the 
lines of a correct and comprehensive understanding of Mormonism, so 
termed. This accomplished, seeds are thereby sown, that they of an 
honest and good heart may eventually awake from spiritual sleep and 
delusive dreams, the eyes beholding the dawn of a new era to them, when 
Mormonism looms up in the light of day, the embodiment of salvation to 
humankind. In seeking to live up to the royal law, a most successful 
musical entertainment was gotten up in the Manchester branch of the 
Church, and carried through to the substantial end of handing a deserving 
widow lady, not of the Mormon faith, four pounds and three pence. Mor- 
mons and non-Mormons mingled together in a very large and happy 
family likewise. 

“There was nothing outwardly in evidence to distinguish Mormon from 
non- Mormon, only when perchance an Elder, known by characteristic garb 
and demeanor, appeared upon the platform to fill a part on the programme. 
A large number of talented musicians and vocalists rendered parts volun- 
tarily. The Stars and Stripes and the Union Jack, emblems of two great 
nations, with bunting, curtains, plants, etc., added beauty and color to the 
interior of the hall. Those present numbered two hundred or more, all 
joining in the alleviation of a deserving case of poverty. This proved a 
small step taken towards the attainment of the ultimate destiny of the 
sons and daughters of God, when all shall become united as one under the 
Gospel, and “every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus 
is the Christ.” 


- 


“THE MORMONS IN MEXICO.” 


A Non-Mormon’s TEstTrmony. 


Tue Review of Reviews for June, contains an illustrated article on the 
“Mormons in Mexico” by Charles W. Kendrick, U. 8. Consul at Cuidad, 
Juarez, Mexico, He says that concessions of land were afforded, with 
exemption from certain taxation, as it was believed that what the original 
“Mormons” accomplished, in Utah and the great West, Mexico believed 
they could perform in the States of Chihuahua and Sonora. The article 
contains well executed views of Colonia Juarez, the chief “Mormon” 
colony, the Academy erected at that place, the “Mormon” saw mill in the 
mountains, grist mill at Colonia Juarez, the irrigation dam on the Casas 
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Grandes, the tithing store, and a sketch of “Mormon” teams hauling 
lumber. Following are extracts from the article containing the chief 
points fntroduced : 


“The Mormon settlers came to Mexico in 1889. They were poor people. 
Many of them had not even the means of transportation, and when they 
arrived in the valley of the Casas Grandes river, two hundred miles south 
of the New Mexican line and as many miles from a railroad, they had 
practically nothing but their physical strength and religious enthusiasm. 
Around them were high mountains capped with snow, dark canyons where 
wild beasts made their lair, and a narrow valley arid without irrigation 
and barren of vegetation except gramma grass and cottonwood trees. 
Apache Indians lurked in the hills, drove away their herds, and sometimes 
attacked their settlements. But the Mormons prospered. No difficulty, 
no hardship was great enough to appall them or drive them back. They 
made ditches, turned the water of the river upon their lands, planted 
fruit trees, laid out gardens, tended their flocks, and plenty came to sup~ 
port and sustain them. Other colonies were established which were also 
prosperous. Ina single “stake,” comprising the colonies, or “wards,” of 
Colonia Juarez, Colonia Diaz, Dublan, Oaxaca, Pacheco, Garcia, and Chui- 
chupi, the Mormons number 2,523 persons and 477 families. 

“The original settlement, or chief colony, is Colonia Juarez, located six- 
teen miles from the terminus of a railroad recently completed. To reach 
Colonia Juarez it is necessary to cross the foothills of the Sierra Madre 
Mountains. The road winds through passvs and defiles until the colony, 
nestling like a green garden in the wilderness, comes suddenly into view. 
It is beheld nearly a thousand feet below the hill-top. The roadway des- 
cends gradually until it enters the main thoroughfare of the village. The 
gardens are fragrant with flowers, and the blossoms of ‘he peach, apricot, 
and plum trees glow in the pure air. Clear water from the ascequia along 
the hill-side flows down the gutter of each cross-street. Neat brick resi- 
dences are nestled amid grapevines and pear trees. On one side are the 
wind-swept timberless hills, piled in a great confusion of stone, lava, 
grassy sides, and sharp peaks. On the other the Sierra Madre Mountains, 
sombre and fuscous, tower thousands of feet into the clouds. The green 
stretches of alfalfa below are in striking contrast with the brown summits 
that shadow them. From this valley the Mormons have extracted in ten 
years enough wealth to give them independence. 

“The capital colony is a beautiful village comparable to any in New 
England. There is every evidence of thrift, cleanliness, industry, comfort, 
and good management. There is an absence of the vices common to 
modern communities. There are no saloons, tobacco shops, jails, nor 
houses of ill-fame in the colony. The property is owned by Mormons, 
and the internal affairs of the several settlements are under the direction 
of the Church. There is a grist mill, a furniture factory, and other indus- 
tries in Colonia Juarez. There is an academy with five teachers and 400 
pupils. It is the policy of the Mormons to erect school-houses before 
churches and temples. 


_ “The president of the colony is a man of striking personality. With his 
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energy and enterprise there is mingled a certain religious enthusiasm, 
which guarantees the success of his undertakings. He is tall, slender, 
with deep blue eyes from which there beams an unusal order of intelli- 
gence. He is a man of good birth and education, and under his leadership 
the colonies have prospered beyond expectation. 

“Unmolested in the sequestered valleys of northern Mexico, their daily 
lives fulftll their precepts. Their local church and school is supported by 
a system of tithing, and although the tax is one voluntarily imposed by 
each person, it is always to the full measure of 10 per cent. of his earnings 
or labor. Besides supporting an excellent academy they contribute to a 
general fund used by the Church in Utah. These men are sincere in the 
belief that they are to make, in the course of time, a peaceful conquest of 
North America. The ultimate and universal triumph of Mormonism is 
preached as an ordination of God. On the broad ground of the ‘survival 
of the fittest’ they claim, in the end, a universal success. 

“There is a steady stream of imigration into the colonies from Utah, 
and now that the railroad has penetrated to their communities the Mor- 
mons expect rapid development in material interests and a large increase 
in the population. Here they are a people unto themselves, and there is 
no restraint upon the practice of their -seeguel 


OTHER WORLD THEORIES. 


“WERE I to die now where I stand, at my first coming to consciousness 
in the other life I should be just my simple self. I see nothing in the 
process of dying that should make any marked change. All our ideas on 
this subject are distorted more or less by the old theological speculations 
along this line, beginning with the supposition that there is a death line, 
the moment we cross which our destiny is fixed and we are either devils 
or angels henceforth forever. That I do not believe. I do believe that 
we carry with us into that other world our personal consciousness and the 
memory of what we have been here and of our friends we have loved. If 
I could be persuaded that I was to enter the other life and forget all about 
this one I wouldn’t give a fig for the possession of the future life. It 
would mean absolutely nothing tome. No; I shall wake from that sleep 
as [ wake in the morning after my night of rest, conscious that Iam I 
and remembering with love those whom I have loved here. 

“Nor will it be a strange and lonely country that we enter there, When 
we come into this world we are expected and welcomed into arms of loving 
care. I cannot believe that our next step ahead in the universe is into 
something poorer. We shall find ourselves greeted by our friends who 
have gone before us. There will be no lonely or sad awakening there. 

“Do the people of the other life have bodies? I think so. What some 
people call pure spirit means to me pure nothing at all. There is nothing 
unscientific in the belief that; the individual existences of the other life are 
embodied. There are states of matter so ethereal, as science — 7 
nines, that none of our sensed can apprise-us of them. 
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“TI believe that our friends in the other world may be ministering spirits 
to us in this world; not that they stay close to our sides at all times, but 
that they sometimes interfere to render us some signal service. There is 
a general belief that many people some time in cheir lives experience 
providential interpositions. I can’t think of God in that way; that He 
would hear one prayer and turn a deaf ear to the heart cries of thousands. 
Rather I believe that those strange coincidences which sometimes happen 
are by the interposition of our spirit friends. That is my theory of special 
providence. If I cry for help and the cry reaches to the other world some 
friend may come to my aid and my prayer is answered, though without 
the interference of God.”—Rrv. Dr. Minot J. SavaGeE. 


BIRMINGHAM CON FERENCE. 


THe Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 
the Birmingham Conference district, convened in their chapel] at Hunter’s 
Vale, off Farm Street, Hockley, on Sunday, June 18, 1899. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. Among the visitors 
present were: Presidents James L. McMurrin and H. W. Naisbitt of the 
European Mission; President Geo. Ruff of the Nottingham Conference; 
Elder Jos. Frisby of the Leeds Conference, and Elder J. D. Holther of the 
Liverpool Office. 

At 10:30 a.m. Meeting was called to order by Elder M. S. Leaver. 
Choir sang, “The morning breaks,” etc. Opening prayer was offered by 
Elder Daniel Clark. Singing, “Great is the Lord.” 

President Thomas Ash delivered an address of welcome, after which 
President George Ruff addressed the assembly. 

The choir sang an anthem entitled, “Awake, Awake.” 

President McMurrin then addressed the meeting. 

Choir sang, “Be it my only wisdom here.” Benediction was then pro- 
nounced by President Naisbitt. 

2:30. Opened by choir singing, “The glorious Gospel light.” Prayer 
by Elder James T. Poulton. Choir sang, “My God the Spring.” 

The general authorities of the Church, and Presidency of the European 
Mission, were presented and unanimously sustained. Thomas Ash was 
sustained as President of the Birmingham Conference and M. S. Leaver 
as Clerk, with the Traveling Elders to labor in the Conference as follows: 
Birmingham district, James T. Poulton, Louis C. Duncan, Moroni S. 
Leaver, Fzra T. Lloyd, Seth Pixton, Daniel H. Robison and Peter G. Drou- 
bay; Northampton district, Thos. G. Reid, H. B. Smith, Thomas Forsyth 
and John Wyatt; Wolverhampton district, Wm. H. Beazer, David N. 
White and Wm. J. Cox; Hereford district, Franklin Whitehouse, James 
Howard, Nathan G. Clark and Wm. H. Griffin; Dudley district, Daniel 
Clark and James B. Hunter; Warwick district, Wm. Smith and George 
Coombs. 

The following statistical report for the past five months ending May 31, 
wasread: Number of branches,3. Missionaries from Zion—High Pricate, 
2; Seventies, 21. Local Priesthood—Elders, 14; Priests, 13; Teachers, 10; 
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Deacons, 4; members, 298; total officers and members, 339; children under 
eight years of age, 63; total number of souls, 402. Baptized,1. Emigrated 
—over eight years of age,8. Died, 2; received, 1; removed,1. Strangers’ 
houses visited—in tracting, 5,245; by invitation, 184; Gospel conversa- 
tions, 1,833. Tracts distributed—from door to door, 19,290; in p scl, 
8,543. Books distributed, 147. Meetings held—in-door, 446; out-door, 35 
New subscribers for Star, 13. 

Elder Holther of the Liverpool Office then addressed the meeting, after 
which Brother Enoch Salt rendered a solo entitled, “Thou didst not leave 
my soul in hell,” which was followed by an anthem by the choir, entitled, 
“Resurrection.” Elders Frisby, Poulton and Duncan, occupied the re- 
maining time. 

Choir sang, “Though in the outward Church below.” Benediction by 
President Ash. 

6:30 p.m. Services began by choir singing, “Lord Thou wilt hear me.” 
Opening prayer by Elder Wm. H. Beazer. 

Choir then sang, “Inspirer of the Ancient Seers.” President Naisbitt 
delivered a comprehensive address upon the First Principles of the Gospel, 
and was followed by President McMurrin who occupied the remaining 
time. Choir then sang the anthem entitled, “Lord whatis man.” Bene- 
diction by President Thomas Ash. 

A Priesthood meeting was held at same place on Monday at 10 a.m., at 
which the Elders reported their respective districts and received some 
valuable instructions and counsel from the presidency. 

W. S. LEAVER, Clerk of Conference. 


UTAH TEMS. 


About 400,000 pounds of wool have been sheared this season at Thompson’s Springs. 


Oats and spring wheat are reported somewhat backward throughout the state, but in 
good condition. 


Active work has commenced on the salt ties and the structure will be rapidly pushed 
to completion. 


Apostles John Henry Smith and Matthias F. Cowley have returned from a rather ex- 
tended tour of the southern states mission. 


Baron Bismarck, a grand nephew of the great chancellor, was a Utah visitor last week. 
He is figuring on buying a large farm in Salt Lake County. 


A number of Nebraska cattle buyers are in Utah purchasing yearling cattle for ship- 
ment to Nebraska. The prices paid in Utah for yearlings is from $19 to $20. 


Provo is to have a boulevard extending from the asylum to the lake, along the lake 
shore. Within ten minutes $1,500 was raised for the enterprise, and it is an assured 
success. 


The site for the government building to be erected in Salt Lake City has been selected. 
The lot chosen is upon the corner of Main and Market streets and is 180 x 180 feet. The 
cost of the building when completed will be $300,000. 


Mrs. Hattie Trunell of Chattanooga, Tenn., who has always beer very hospitable to 
ths Mormon missionaries, engaged in that state, is in Salt Lake on a visit that may ex- 
tend over several months. Mrs. Trunell says the object of her visit is largely to see the 
city and the people of whom she has heard so mich, and also to study, at s close range, 
the Mormon religion. 
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